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INTRODUCTION 

 

This report serves as an active list of the various drainage problems throughout the City.  The list is a working 

or òlivingó document and shall be revised on an annual basis.  The locations are grouped by both the severity of 

the problem and magnitude of the solution  into three main categories: 

 

Category I  locations include flooding of streets, private property and structures that require a significant 

engineering study and design to develop solutions.  Typically, Category I locations would involve multi -phase 

projects with complex solutions, challenging permitting and design.    

 

Category II  locations include flooding of streets and pri vate property and other drainage related issues.  

Construction projects are typically single contract projects. 

 

Category III  locations include minor drainage issues or issues on streets with construction remedies occurring 

as part of a larger project like a road improvement. 

 

Criteria considered: 

¶ Flooding of private structures 

¶ Flooding of private land 

¶ Street flooding  

¶ Ice hazards  

¶ Continuously wet pavement conditions  
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What follows is some general discussion for each location in no particular order other than the category 

grouping.   

 

This report was originally completed in August 2007. The report has been revised to reflect the completed 

projects, project updates, and new projects as of July 2020.  

 

SUMMARY  

 

Since the creation of this report in June 2007, the Engineering Division has identified seventy four (74) locations 

throughout the City that a re in need of a drainage improvement project.  The projects vary significantly in size, 

cost, and type. At some locations, a cost cannot be calculated until further studies are performed and analyzed.  

Most of these studies have begun and will be utilized as a tool to incorporate drainage projects into the Capital 

budget for future years.  Other projects will be combined and completed under the Capital budget line item 

òVarious Drainage Improvementsó which is requested each year.   

 

The following is a summary of the seventy two (74) locations listed in this report:  

 

¶ 74 Total locations and or projects 

¶ 52 Projects completed 

¶ 2 Projects ready for construction  or awaiting permit approval  

¶ 2 Project currently under construction 

¶ 2 Projects under preliminary design or investigation   

 

The remaining projects will be evaluated over the next year and determined if they will become part of the  next 

drainage improvement project, if a design/study is necessary or if they can be combined with the capital 

improvement road pro ject.  Additionally, the list will be given to Public Works for their verification and insight 

as to other locations that should be analyzed, and to determine if they are able to complete some of the 

projects in-house.  All projects shall be updated in the Citywide Drainage Assessment Report on an annual 

basis. The following policy has been implemented for new drainage issues that are presented to the 

Engineering Division: 

 

1. Drainage problems reported to the Division will be logged into our work order management system 

(SeeClickFix). 

2. The Engineering Division will investigate whether the issue requires an improvement project, if it can be 

handled by Public Works, or if it is the responsibility of the resident.   

3. If it cannot be quickly repaired or addressed by Public Works, the project will be added to the list  of 

projects in the Citywide Drainage Assessment Report. 

 
 
 

 



 

Page 6 of 37  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 7 of 37  

1.  Golf Course Pond  

 

Residents that live along the stream on Canoe Brook Parkway and Wallace Road experience flooding 

during very intense rain events.  In order to reduce the occurrence of flooding in this area , the spillway 

for Golf Course Pond at the Municipal Golf Course must be redesigned.  By increasing the size of the 

weir and raising the low chord of the pedestrian bridge at the Golf Course pond there will be an 

increase in flow capacity that can alleviate upstream flooding.  Both contribute to flow restrictions.  

Permitting is currently at NJDEP to proceed with this project.   
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2. Salt Brook Erosion  

Erosion is evident along the banks of the Salt Brook and private properties flood during heavy storms.  

The Division has begun discussions with the most affected residents and a consulting Engineer was 

hired by a private resident for private improvements . The City oversaw and project managed a grant 

obtained by the Consulting Engineer for the Private resident from the NRCS.  City staff continues to 

monitor the area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 9 of 37  

3. West End Avenue  

Erosion is evident along the banks of the brook and private properties flood during heavy storms.  The 

brook is located entirely on private properties.   Significant erosion has occurred during heavy rain 

events along West End Avenue and the Cul-de-Sac portions of Colonial Road.  City staff continues to 

monitor the area  
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4. Railroad Culvert  

The entire downtown storm sewer system and parts surrounding the downtown drain to a large size 

culvert constructed into the railway retaining w all below grade.  The culvert begins under the train 

tracks at Maple Street and discharges near Colonial Road.  This Culvert is owned by NJ Transit as it lies 

within their jurisdiction.  The Engineering division is working closely with them to confirm prop er 

inspection, maintenance and operation.  Any damage or obstructions within these culverts may result in 

drainage problems in the downtown area.  

 

 


