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INTRODUCTION

Az anintegral link between residential neighkbarhoods, the downtown district and the adjacent MJ
Transit railway, the Village Green of Summit iz a premier open space. Mumerous memorials, play
areas, open lawns, temporary public art displays, gardens, and grand shade trees combine to
create the "green heart” of Summit. Although the Village Green is divided by Broad and Elm
Streets, the Green iz ztill perceived as awhole comprised of four diverse open space quadrangles
[gquads). The larger quadsto the south allow space for summer events, performances, andinformal
recreation while still maintaining sacred memaorial sites and seating areas. Alternately, the smaller
quads to the north, which are closer to the MJ Transgit Station, bus stops, and the Downtown
Business District, seemto be more transient.

Some residents of Summit have declared the Willage Green az a "highly visible pass-through®
spacethat needs to be better connected and more vilkbrant. The Green should be amore "pleasant
place" inwhich to spend time, a place with conversational seating and better maintenance. Most
intriguing though, residents say that the Village Green doesn't need alot of change.

Although the "backbone" elements of the green are present, there are aspects of the Willage
Green which can be improved. Pathways can be re-directed to street intersections for safe
crogssing, ratherthan at the middle of the block. A congsistent palette of materials, furnishings, and
lighting can be established o that all four quads are perceived as cohesive. Andlastly trees that
are planted within the central lawn of each quad can be relocated to the periphery to increase
frarmed views into the central spaces.

Thesze zimple solutions can re-invigorate the current structure of the Willage Green, improwving its
safety and wvisikility, while preserving the sacred spaces important to the community. This report
intends to provide the City of Summit with a plan that will rehakilitate, preserve, and enhance the
historic, cultural and natural resources of the Village Green.



PURPOSE OF PROJECT / GOALS

The City of Sumimit, Mew Jersey retained landscape
architects & planners Rhodeside & Harwell,
Incorporated (RHIT to provide a wision for future
improvements to the Yillage Green. FHI has
developed the following goals for the project: 1)
Develop a Master Flan that includes both short-
terrmn and long-term perspectives; 23 ldentify an
appropriate program for the Village Green; 3)
Analyze problem areas and define realisticsolutions;
and 4) Actively engage the citizens of Summit in
the Master Flanning process. The proposed Master
Flan iz a result of collaboration with the City, its
stakeholders, and meambers ofthe community
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CHARPTER
EXISTING CONDITIONZS

PROPOSAL CONCEPTS

ThecCity ofSummit'sFequest forFroposals dissuedin
20087 required firms to submit preliminary concepts
for the YVillage Green along with gualifications and
other materials. Rhodeside & Harwell submitted an
existing conditions site analysis and two preliminary
concept plans: 1 Traditional 18th Century Fuklic
Farky and 2) Contemporary Public Park Az a
result of this process, ideas and opportunities for
the future Willage Green began to arise. These
plans were alzo presented at Public Meeting #1
rcomments provided on page 387
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PRECEDENTS

Agpart of the initial imvestigation, FHI provided the
City with examples of parks that exhibit qualities
characteristic of a successful public green. 5ome
qualities might include aclearly defined open space
reinforced with plantings; clear and zafe pathway
circulation; and a coordinated style and location of
site furnishings and lighting.
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Bar Harbor Village Greeaen

1= precedents



Yarmouth, Maine Willage Green
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INVENTORY

The S5ummit %illage Green showcases a nice
collection of mature shade trees, statues and
memaorials, brick piers, iron fencing, open lawn, and
play areas. During sewveral field visits, the team
docurmented the existing palette of benches, pichic
takles, lights, fencing, paving and plantings not
only within the study area, but throughout the
adjacent downtown.
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