
The environmental impact of one disposable bottle: 

 Picture a disposable water bottle ¼ full of petroleum. That is     

how much petroleum it takes to make and distribute a single plastic 

bottle of water. 

 It takes THREE bottles of water to make and distribute ONE        

disposable plastic bottle of water. 

 120 grams of greenhouse gases are generated by a single            

disposable plastic bottle of water. 

 Roughly 50 billion plastic water bottles end up in U.S. landfills  

each year — 140 million every day!  

 

The financial impact of bottled water: 

 At an average cost of $1.22 per gallon, consumers are spending 

300 times the cost of tap water to drink bottled water.  

 Americans spent $11.8 billion dollars on bottled water in 2012. 

This represented a 6.5% increase from 2011, during which the         

bottled water industry made $11 billion. 
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