
City of Summit Environmental Commission Minutes, May 16, 2016 

 

Present: Beth Lovejoy, Judy Mandelbaum, John Kilby, Kelly Moughalian, Ruth Gais, Rick Bell  

Green Team and Guests: Jeff Hankinson, Linda Seelbach, Annie Schiffer 

 

Beth Lovejoy called the meeting to order at 8:05 PM.  

 

Action items in red. 

 

The April meeting minutes were approved.  

 

Committee/Project Updates:  

 

Earth Day Clean-Up, 2016: Beth Lovejoy, Kelly Moughalian 
 

Despite the misty weather, about 150 volunteers came out to work during the Clean-Up. Martin's Brook had the 

most, with more than 60 volunteers working there. There was less trash/recycling to be picked up at the places 

we've been cleaning for years, but the two new spots -- the Glenside/Morris triangle area cleaned up by Trillion 

employees, and the stretch right along Passaic Ave. between the RR bridge and Risk Ave -- had lots of trash to 

collect. Members thought that there was less trash at Briant Park due to the increase in trash receptacles there. It 

may also have been because more people are self-policing and picking up trash they see on the ground. 
 

Thanks to site managers Kelly Moughalian and Dolores Ward (Briant Park), Melissa Horn (PEP kids at Wilson), 

Ellen and Ed Purcell (Martin's Brook), Patti Schneider Smith (Risk Ave), Marian Glenn (Passaic River trails). 

Thanks to Marjorie and Ruth for running the additional Clean-Up at Hidden Valley on the rainy afternoon of May 1. 

And thanks to Rick Caputo and his crew for delivering tools and wood chips before the event and picking up all the 

trash after. 

 

Passaic River Park Trails: Judy Mandelbaum 
 

Cording Landscape Design did plantings at the trailhead on NP Ave. on May 4.  
 

The Temple group is scheduled to do trail work on the Passaic River trails on May 22 starting at 9 AM. Judy, Jeff 

Hankinson and Jonathan Sacks (from the Temple group) are organizing the work. Jeff Hankinson and Jonathan will 

lead the work because Judy will be away. Planned work includes: 

 Painting the kiosk 

 Painting blazes on the blue trail along the river 

 Redecking a bridge 

 Removing invasives 

(Note: The May 22 work went well. See TAP article at 

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/summit/categories/news/articles/cos-sjcc-families-help-beautify-passaic-river-tra ) 
 

Jeff has been diligently working on eradicating the knotweed at the trailhead. He is making great progress! 

 

Review of Site Plans, Rain Gardens and Pesticides: Rick Bell 
 

Rick (who is an architect) has reviewed 8 sets of plans on behalf of the EC for the Zoning Board and Planning 

Board in the past month. Plans are reviewed with an eye towards striking a balance between individual property 

rights and impact on the neighbors and the community as a whole. Most of the comments Rick has made have to do 

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/summit/categories/news/articles/cos-sjcc-families-help-beautify-passaic-river-tra


with saving trees and using native plantings; water management (recommending permeable pavers); and steep slope 

concerns, which primarily affect water flow. 
 

With the master plan re-examination in mind, Rick asked whether the EC should also be addressing the 

environmental qualities of building (e.g., solar, geothermal); landscape design (e.g., biowells, rain gardens); and 

other issues. Rick will draft a document for the EC to consider including in the site plan review materials for 

homeowners and builders. 
 

EC members commended the City for its willingness to work with Rutgers on installing rain gardens on City Hall 

property and library property. 
 

There was also a discussion about pesticide use both on private property and public property. Rick pointed out that 

public property should set the example for private property. Beth  has requested more information about pesticide 

use on municipal property and will report back. 

 

Community Outreach: Beth Lovejoy 
 

The EC had educational tables at Celgene's Earth Day events on its two campuses on April 21 and 22. Thanks to 

Patti Schneider Smith for attending with Beth. The EC will have an educational table at the June 12 Farmers 

Market and at the annual Community Night on Tuesday, July 26. Patti, Ruth, John Kilby, Annie and Marjorie will 

help at the Farmers Market table on June 12, and Kelly and John will help at Community Night. 

 

Shade Tree Advisory Committee: John Kilby 
 

The Arbor Day tree plantings will take place on May 13 at 10 AM at Franklin School. A Galaxy Magnolia and a 

Arnold Pink Silverbell will be planted. 
 

The STAC is working on getting news out about the dangers presented by the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), which is 

making its way across the country. They will be making a presentation soon to Council about the issue, as well as 

preparing a public announcement and a display for the library.  

 

Planning Board/Master Plan: Judy Mandelbaum 
 

The Master Plan Re-examination has kicked into gear. Topology will be conducting some town hall meetings to 

seek community-wide input. The first is scheduled for Wednesday, June 1 at 7:30 PM at the Elks Club, 40 Maple St. 

Please encourage members of the public to take advantage of this opportunity to express their concerns and ideas. 

More details appear on the City website at: https://www.cityofsummit.org/556/Master-Plan-Re-examination 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Beth Lovejoy 

 

Remaining Meeting dates for 2016: 
 

All meetings will be held at 8 PM in the Whitman Room at City Hall. 
 

6/20 

No meetings in July and August 

9/19 

10/17 

11/14 (second Monday due to conflicts) 

12/12 (second Monday but better for most people) 

https://www.cityofsummit.org/556/Master-Plan-Re-examination

