Emergency Planning at Home

Prepare an Emergency Supply Kit: Include items like non-perishable food, water,
a battery-powered or hand-crank radio, extra flashlights and batteries. You may
want to prepare a portable kit and keep it in your car in case you are told to
evacuate. This kit should include:

e Copies of prescription medications and medical supplies;

e Bedding and clothing, including sleeping bags and pillows;

» Bottled water, a battery-operated radio and extra batteries, a first aid kit, a
flashlight;

e Copies of important documents: driver’s license, Social Security card, proof of
residence, insurance policies, wills, deeds, birth and marriage certificates, tax
records, etc.

e Find out how to keep food safe during and after and emergency by visiting
www.FoodSafety.gov.

Prepare Your Family: Make a Family Emergency Plan. Your family may not be
together when disaster strikes, so it is important to know how you will contact one
another, how you will get back together and what you will do in case of an
emergency. Plan places where your family will meet, both within and outside of
your immediate neighborhood. It may be easier to make a long-distance phone call
than to call across town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a better position to
communicate among separated family members. You may also want to inquire
about emergency plans at places where your family spends time: work, daycare and
school. If no plans exist, consider volunteering to help create one. Be sure to
consider the specific needs of your family members. Notify caregivers and
babysitters about your plan. Make plans for your pets.

Prepare Your Business: Businesses have a critical role in preparedness. Putting a
disaster plan in motion now will improve the likelihood that your company will
survive and recover. Ready Business outlines commonsense measures business
owners and managers can take to start getting ready.
» Plan to stay in business, talk to your employees, and protect your investment.
e Carefully assess how your company functions, both internally and
externally, to determine which staff, materials, procedures and equipment
are absolutely necessary to keep the business operating.
e Identify operations critical to survival and recovery.
e Plan what you will do if your building, plant or store is not accessible.
e Consider if you can run the business from a different location or from your
home.
e Develop relationships with other companies to use their facilities in case a
disaster makes your location unusable.
e Learn about programs, services, and resources at U.S. Small Business
Administration.
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